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Lo ) Ronmel's System of Field Fortificetions in North Africe.

Sketch 1t Schematlic representetion of the permenent fortifications at
Tobruk. They were used as model for the new type of field
fortiflcations.

Sketch 23 Schematic representation of & squad strong polnt in & fleld
fortification (for the smellest combat unit), known as "Rommel
trisngle" [Roumeldreieck !.

Sketch 33 Schematlioc representatlion of a strong point for & reinforced company.
Exeuple given: The strong point "Abu Telaqu" between Sidi Omar

and Haelfaya Pass on the Sollum front at the end of June 194l.

. Following instructions given personally by Ronmel, the suthor re-

connoitered this strong point and steked out the terrain for ite

const.uction.

Proposod strength: 9 light machine runs

2 heavy machine guns

g

¢ heavy mortars

3 Pak

1 Punizer battelion
reinf'orced by 1 Pak platoon

and I iilght infentry gun platoon

li Pak
L4 1ight mechine puns

2 light infantry guns.

Sketch L: Scheme tic representation of a battalion strong point.,

Sketch 5: Schematic representation on showing orpanization of strong
points besed on "Mine boxes" [sce sketch) es they had been laid
out on the northern flenk of the El Alamein position (from the

coast to the northern Ruwelsat Ridge) between shout August and




Sketch 1

Sketch 23

Sketch 3

Sketch U:

Sketch 5:

le) Ronmel's System of Fileld Fortifications in North Africa.

Schema tic representetion of the pormenent fortifications at

Tobruk. They were used &s model for the new type of field

fortifications.

Scheme tic representation of & squad strong point in e field

fortif'ication (for the smellest combet unit), known as "Rommel

trisngle" [Rommeldreieck !.

Schematic representation of a strong polnt for & reinforced company.

Example given: The strong point "Abu Telaqu" between Sidi Omar
and Halfaya Pass on the Sollum front at the end of June 194l.
Following instructions given personally by Ronmel, the suthor re-

counoitered this strong point and staked out the terrain for its

congstruction.

Proposed strength: 9 light machine runes
2 heavy machine guns
¢ hervy mortars
5 Pak

1 Punzer battalion

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

reinf'orced by 1 Pak platoon

ana I 1ight infeantry gun platoon
Iy Pak

L4 1i¢ght mechine puns

2 light infantry gons.

Schema tic representation of a battalion strong point.

Schematic representation on showing organization of strong
points based on "Mine boxes" [see sketch) eas they had been laid
out on the northern flenk of the El Alamein position (from the
coast to the nerthern Ruweleat Ridpe) between sbout August and

October 1942, pursuant to instructions from Rommel,




{ D082 ].

Purpose: To smash the enemy armored attacks by frontal send flanking
defensive fires, to hinder the enemy in his recounsissance of the
location of our mine fields, snd in his efforts to clear or destroy
them by artillery fire,~all this brought about by creating confusion
ammong the enemy forces.

Sketch O3 Example of strong point orgenization, using a captured British
mine field on the southern flenk of the El Alsmein position (October 1942)
- 218t Panzer Divieion sector, Ariete Division, Perachute Brigade
"thﬂ.kt'&".

Ronmel's Meneuvers to Deceive the Lrnemy .

The following episode which occurred during the offensive of
1942 is being added since it scems to be & typilcal example of
Rommel 's methods in deceiving the enemy by reising dust in
desert.,

The 3d Bsttalion of the 104th Rifle Regiment haed been disposed
since 18 June 1942 with front to the east on both sides of the
Via Belbia, 5 kilometers east of Gambut. Here it had been providing
gsecurity for the forces of th:c German Africa Corps which had
esgssembled for the atteck on Tobruk. On the besis of results of
its recornneissence in the erea Bardla - Capuzzo - Sollum, this
bottelion wns ordered by Rommel in person toward 18 hours, 1Y June,
to start marching imnmedistely for the purpose of seizing the
fortified area of Beardia.

When the battalion commender stopped ebout half way to Bardia
in order to send out flank security to the south across & rise of
the Dschebel [mountain)] thaet ran up close to the march route, Rommel
ceme up from the reer in & personnel carrier but driving off the
roed.

He called out to the bettallion commander whoe was coming up to

report to him, not to bother, stating that he, Rormol wrn "Jvie
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urpose: 0 smazh the enemy armored o ttacks by frontal end flaunking

defensive fires, to hinder the enemy in his recounaissance of the

location of our mine flelds, end in his efforts to ciear or destroy

them by artillery fire,-sll this br ught about by creating confusion
armong the enemy f{orces.,

bxemple of strong point orgenization, using a captured British

mine field on the southern flaenk 0f' the El Alsmein position (October 1942)
- 2lst Panzer Division sector, Ariete Vivision, Parachute Brigade

"Ramke" .

€+ Rommel's Meneuvers to Deceive the Lnemy .

The following episode which oceurred during the offensive of
1942 is being added since it scems tu be & typical example of
Rommel's methods in deceiving the enemy by reising dust in the
desert.,

The 3d Battalion of the 10Lth Rifle Regiment hed been disposed
since 10 June 1942 with front to the esst on both sides of the
Vie Belbla, 5 kilometers east of Gumbut. Here it had been providing
security for the forces of the German Africa Corps which had
eagsembled for the attick on Tobruk. On the basis of results of
its recorneissence in the erea Bardia - Capuzzo - Sollum, this
bettelion was ordered by Rommel in person toward 18 hours, 19 June,

to start marching jimedistely for the purpose of seizing the

fortified area of Bsrdia,

When the battalion commender stopped ab ut half wey to Bardia
in order to send out flank security to the south across & rise of
the Dschebel [mountain] thet ran up close to the march route, Rommel

ceme up from the rear in & personnel carrier but driving off the

I‘Uﬂd-

He called out to the bettalion cormender who wans coming up to

report to him, not to bother, stating that he, Rommel, was "Just




kioking up dust”. Whereupon he turned about and drovse off toward
the west, once more proceeding olf the road snd leaving & long
dust cloud trailing beh?!: d,

Rormel did this in order to mislead the enemy urmored sccut
cars on the Dschebel southwest of Berdia into believing that the
sdvanc _ng f'orces were stronger then this one bettelion consisting

of ouly 2 compenies.

[Signed: ] Verner Reissmann

(.'.,'I’I.-‘?I' R(’iBﬂI'ILHT‘ :I

[Translatedz July 7, GLB: M., Beuer )

| Reviewed: HFKC 19 July LS]




[left top]

Stldtzpunkt strong point
Drahthindernis wire obstacle
Pz. Graben antitank diteh

Minenf'elid mine field

[right top]

betonierte Kompfenlege mlt concrete ;repared position with 3
3 Kempf'keanzeln. Untersténde
unterirdisch, firing pits. Dugouts underground.

Panzergraben (Betonwdde) antitank ditch (conorete walls)

Pbrehthindernis wire chstacle

[middle of page, all BOT0S8: |

Schemaet. Grundrissskizze --- einer Tobruk-Inf.-Kampfenlege ~--- Aufrissskizee

Schoma tic plan of an infantry combet instellation at Tobruk (cross-section)

[middle of page, left])
Stuf'en steps
Leiter ladder
Untersténde mit Betondecke dugpouts with concrete ceilings

of ferer Verbindungsgraben open communication trench
Leuf'gang approach trenoh

offene Kempfkenzel open firing pit.

[middle of page, right]
Kampf'kanzel firing pit
Laufgang approach trench

Betondecke concrete ceiling

_— -

Unterstand - gout

L.M.G, Stand light mechine gun emplacement
Verb. Graben communication trench

Pak Stend Pak emplecement




L. 5

[left top]
Stdtzpunkt
Drahtnindernis

Pz. Greben

Minenf'eld

[right top]
betonierte Komptfenlegze mit
3 Kempfkenzeln. Untersténde
unterirdisch.

Panzergraben (Betonwdlde)

PDrehthindernis

[middle of page, all across:)

strong point
wire obstacle
antitank ditch

mine field

concrete repared position with 3
firing pits. Dugouts underyground.
antitank ditch (concrete wells)

wire obstecle

Scl. sat, Grundrissskizze --- einer Tobruk-Inf.-Ksmpfenlepe --- Aufrissskizee

Schema tic plan of an infentry combet instellation at Tobruk (cross-section)

[middle of page, left]
Stuf'en
Leiter
Ur.terstéinde mit Betondecke

of ferer Verbindungsgraben
Leufgang

of fene Kempfkanzel

[middle of pege, right ]
Keampfkeantzel
LAV RAIE
Betondecke
Unterstand
L.M.G, Stand
Verb, Graben
Pak Stend
Unterechlupf

Iunj.t-"‘iBChO

etwa S50 m

- - E

sleps
ladder
dupgouts with concrete ceilings

open communication trench
approach trench

open f'iring pit.

firing pit
approach trench
concrete velling

dupgout

light machine gun emplacement
communication trench

Pak emplecemeut

dugout

ammunition niche

approximately 50 matery,

»



Pz. Minenfeld antitank mine field

Drehthindernis wire obstaclo
Gru pen Stiltzpunkte squad strong points

300 moeters

Sketch L
M,: Scale 1:2(000
O 8§00 1000 m 0 500 1000 meters
PDrehthindernls wire obstacle
Pz. Minenfeld antita;k mine field
Pz. Minen antitank mines

Schiltzen~¥ .nen sntipersonnel mines

im Streueinsate laid et random, not according to regular
pattern

battery

heavy Pak [entitank

oketoh 2

Pz. Minenfeld antitank mine field

Schlitzenminen im Streueinsatz- antipersornel mines not laid according
to regular pettern

Pz. Minen im Streueinsatz entitank mines net lsid eccording to
regular pattern

8.Puk heavy Pak
7,02 Pek V,.0d.8,8 Flak 7.62 Pek V or 8.8 Flak [entisiroraft gun)

Kp. Pz.Jg. bewegl. einsatz- T.D. Cos, mobile, in readiness.
berelit

Btl. Stltzpunkt battalion strong point
l.u.a.hrt, light end heevy artillery

Int'. Sicherung infantry security




PZ. liILBILfﬁld FJI;L'.itﬁILk rf.'ine fiﬁld
PDraehthindernis wire obstaocloe
Gru pen Stfltzpunkte squad strong points

800 metars

Scale 1:20000
500 1000 m 0 500 1000 meters
Prehthindernis wire obstacle
Pz. Minenfeld antitank mine field
Pz . Minen antitank mines
Schiltzen-Minen antipersonnel mines

im Stroueinsate lald ¢t random, not according to regular
pattern

battery

heavy Pak [antitank sun J

Pr. Minenfeld antitank mine field

Sohlltzenminen im Streueinsatz- antipersoinel mines not laid according
to regular pettern

Pz, Minen im Streueinsatz entitark mines not leid eccording to
regular pettern

8.Puk heavy Pak

7,62 Puk V,0d,8,8 Flak 7.62 Pak V or 8.8 Flak [entisirceraft gun]

Kpe Pz Jr. bewagl, einsetz- T.D. Co., mobile, in readiness.
bereit

Btl. Stltzpunkt battalion strong point
lou.s.Art, light end heevy artillery

Inf. Sicherung infantry security




[(bos2.] -

Sxetoh O
Minenfeld mine field

eigene H.K.L, our main line of resistarice
eigene StUtzpunkte : our strong points

etw, Verlauf feindl. St. approximate trace of enemy position

etwa 1 3 50 000 epproximately 1 : 50 000

Transleted July 8, 1948
M. Bauer

Reviewad HFKC 19 July 1948
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